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SUBJECT: SOVIET VIEWS ON ASEAN, KOREA 

1. SUMMARY. BRITISH REPORT ON RECENT STATEMENTS CONCERNING 
ASEAN AND KOREA BY DEPUTY FON MIN ZEMSKOV SHOW SOVIETS 
CAREPUL ON ASEAN, TOUGH ON KOREA. END SUMMARY. 

2. AT POL COUNSELORS' MEETING JULY 29, BRITISH REPRE- 
SENTATIVE REPORTED THAT DURING RECENT VISIT TO MOSCOW 
DEPUTY SECRETARY OF STATE CORTAZZI WHO DEALS WITH EAST 
ASIAN MATTERS AT THE ECO, HAD RAISED ASEAN AND KOREA 
WITH SOVIET DEPUTY PONMIN ZEMSKOV. 

3. ON ASEAN, CORTAZZI NOTED THAT VIETNAM HAD CONDEMNED 
THE RECENT SUMMIT BUT HAD NEVERTHELESS SENT PHAN HIEN 
VISITING VARIOUS ASEAN MEMBER COUNTRIES, AND ASKED ABOUT 
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PRINCIPLE THAT USSR WAS AGAINST CLOSED GROUPINGS OP 
COUNTRIES. HOWEVER, THE PRINCIPLES OP THE ASEAN GROUP 
WERE "AT PIRST GLANCE NOT AT ALL BAD" BUT THE PRACTICAL 
RESULTS WOULD HAVE TO BE LOOKED AT. IN ANY CASE, ZEMSKOV 
CONCLUDED, THE ORGANIZATION SHOULD HAVE A "WIDER BASE." 

4. ON KOREA, CORTAZZI HAD OPINED THAT IT WAS A POTENTIAL 
AREA OP CONPLICT BECAUSE OF THE ATTITUDES OP THE NORTH 
KOREANS, AND SAID SOUTH KOREAN DIPLOMATS HAD GIVEN HIM 
TO UNDERSTAND THAT SEOUL WOULD LIKE TO DEVELOP SOME PORM 
OP RELATIONS WITH THE USSR. IN RESPONSE, ZEMSKOV HAD 
REFERRED TO THE PRESENCE OF U.S. TROOPS IN SOUTH KOREA 
AND TO THE 30TH UNGA RESOLUTION ON THEIR REMOVAL, WHICH HE 
DESCRIBED AS A STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. AS PAR AS 
CONTACTS WITH SOUTH KOREA WERE CONCERNED, THIS WAS NOT A 
QUESTION WHICH COULD ARISE POR THE USSR, ZEMSKOV SAID, 
NORTH KOREA WAS AN ALLY OP THE USSR. HE THEN REPERRED TO 
GOVERNOR CARTER'S CHARACTERIZATION OP THE SOUTH KOREAN 
REGIME AND SAID THAT THE SOVIET VIEW OP SOUCH KOREA WAS 
AT THE VERY LEAST NOT MORE PAVORABLE THAN THAT OP MR. 
CARTER. 
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